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Causes. Per cent. 

Inherent, 13.1 

Direct 7.4 

Kemote, 30.0 

Fraudulent, 7.8 

Unknown and not reported, . . . 41.7 

100.0 
It is explained that "remote cause" is but another name for 
exposure. Elsewhere in The Fire Tables, p. 11, it is stated that — 

It seems to be a well-settled fact, and may be accepted as one of 
the laws which mark the fire rate in the United States, that the 
average fire will damage or destroy not only the property in which it 
originates, but seven eighths of au adjacent risk. The conclusion 
seems plain that with the present style of construction there is very 
little basis for the hope that the loss through exposure will be mate- 
rially reduced. 

Some suggestive curves and charts are also included in this publica- 
tion. Especially interesting is the curve which shows the distribution of 
incendiary fires by months. A comparison in curves is made between 
1888 and the "average for five years, 1883-87 ;" and in only two 
months, in July and December, did the monthly number of incendiary 
fires exceed the average for five years. Each curve is depressed in a 
marked degree in February and June, from which time it climbs 
steadily upward until December is reached. The fire map charts 
showing the geographical distribution of incendiarism in the past 
five years would furnish a forcible study of sociological conditions. 



TWO COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHIES. 



Commercial Geography : Based on the latest researches and statisti- 
cal returns. A complete manual of the countries of the world, their 
chief centres of trade, their natural productions, mineral resources, 
exports, manufactures, etc. By Carl Zehnden, Professor in the Han- 
dels-Academie of Vienna. Translated by Findley Muirhead, M. A., 
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from the fifth German edition, revised for translation by the author. 
With a map of the chief trade routes. London : Blackie and Son. 
1889. Pp. 600. 

Elementary Commercial Geography : A sketch of the commodities 
and the countries of the world. By Hugh Robert Mill, D. Sc. Cam- 
bridge : University Press. 1888. Pitt Press Series. Pp. 132. 

These two volumes in a measure illustrate the recent development 
now taking place in England, in a demand for an enlargement of the 
school curriculum in directions which will the more quickly prepare 
youth for business careers. Commercial geography has long been an 
important study in German schools, and, of late, English merchants 
have complained of the competition they suffered in foreign countries 
on account of the more technical education of German youth in mat- 
ters of trade. Chambers of Commerce are taking up the complaint 
with considerable energy, and the book trade has responded to the 
demand with commercial promptness. The work of Prof. Zehnden 
is well known on the continent, where it has been in use for twenty 
years. The statistics are carefully stated, and are brought down to a 
late date. There are a few slips in the section devoted to the United 
States. Compulsory education is hardly exacted in " nearly every 
state with exemplary vigor." In stating the areas of the several 
states of the Union the author has not availed himself of the latest 
estimates of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. So, too, 
the statistics for the number of horses in this country are antiquated. 
In its general treatment the author follows the plan of taking up the 
countries consecutively, and presenting the principal facts regarding 
each. It is hardly a method which will arouse a student's interest or 
curiosity, and gives the work too much the character of a statistical 
abstract. For students the plan followed by Mr. Mill appears to me 
to be preferable. Mr. Mill's little volume is essentially a primer, but 
within its limits the author tinds opportunity to compare the different 
countries in respect to the leading commercial products. In this way 
a student can obtain a very fair idea of the statistical situation of the 
staples of trade. Mr. Mill's statistics, as far as I have examined 
them, are not so accurate as are those in Prof. Zehnden's work. 
They are oftentimes given loosely, and in many cases no year what- 
ever is assigned for the estimates. The annual production of zinc, 
tin, copper, or lead is not by any means constant. It is erroneous to 
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say that the annual production of all countries for copper is 200,000 
tons, of which the United States furnishes 70,000 tons. The produc- 
tion of copper has more than doubled in our country in the brief 
period 1882-86; and in 1888 amounted to more than 100,000 tons. 
The production of lead in the United States is also under-estimated. 
We have to go back to 1882 to find as low a production of cotton as 
Mr. Mill reports. The author is misleading in stating under coinage 
(U. S.) that notes are issued by the Governments of the several 
states. Considering, however, the great amount of useful informa- 
tion presented in this little work, and the purposes for which it is 
designed, the inaccuracies quoted should not destroy its general value. 

D. B. D. 



ENGLISH LABOUR STATISTICS. 



Labour Statistics : Copy of memorandum explaining the progress 
made in carrying out the arrangement* for collecting and publishing 
statistics relating to labour, as described in Return Mo. 48, of Session 
2, 1886. Board of Trade, December, 1888. London : Henry Han- 
sard & Son, Pp. 13. 

Little has ever been done in England toward the collection of labor 
statistics. Gradually, however, the demands of the workingmen fof 
official inquiries and information is making itself felt, and in 1886 
the Board of Trade was intrusted by Parliament with the commis- 
sion of organizing a department for collecting and publishing labor 
statistics. This inquiry was made to include the subjects of wages in 
England and abroad ; savings, prices, hours of labor, etc. Since that 
date some progress has been made, but evidently the demand for the 
inquiry is not yet regarded as a very seriens cue, fof at no time 
apparently had there been a staff of more than eight or ten at work 
upon it. The present memorandum is principally a communication 
giving a list of parliamentary papers and notices published in 1883 
and 1888 in the Board of Trade Journal, on labor statistics. There 
is also a statement showing the number of forms issued and returns 



